
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Syllabus for 552: ADVANCED DIRECTING 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 

This is to be an opportunity for you in one semester to make a film.   

That said, there are some requirements and realities.  With limited equipment, the films will be 
made more in "dogma" style and should be from 5 to 8 minutes long.  They can be shorter as 
well.  We know just making a good minute film can be a challenge.  They can be any genre you 
like.  It is required to have a shooting script ready by the fifth class. 

In the first four classes students will also be making 1 to 2 minute films in different emotional 
genres which can be shot on mobile phones and edited on your computers.  Students will also 
have some choices here. They can continue to make these shorter films or make the longer one 
BUT again - for the longer ones you MUST have a script ready to shoot in the fifth week, so you 
have 5 weeks then of production and 5 weeks editing.  Each script MUST have safety meetings. 

These short exercises are to create cinematically in any form six basic emotions: JOY, SADNESS, 
FEAR, ANGER, DISGUST, and SURPRISE. 



And a third assignment is for each student to pick an exceptional director whose work that they 
are not familiar with and watch at least 3 of their most respected movies and then bring in clips 
to illustrate how they deal with common problems of performance, camera, and editing. 
These are a list of directors: 
 
Fritz Lang 
Ingmar Bergman 
Michael Powell, Emeric Pressburger 
Francois Truffaut 
John Cassavetes  
Andrei Tarkovsky 
Sidney Lumet 
Agnes Varda 
Howard Hawks 
Federico Fellini 
Satyajit Ray 
Clair Denis 
Preston Sturges 
Michael Curtiz 
Jean-Luc Goddard 
Frank Capra 
Billy Wilder 
Akira Kurosawa 
Robert Bresson 
Sergei Eisenstein 
Bernardo Bertolucci 
Pier Paolo Pasolini 
Ken Loach 
John Ford 
David Lean 
Michelangelo Antonioni 
Stanley Donen 
Jacques Tati 
Jean Renoir 
Elia Kazan 
Carl Dreyer 
Souleymane Cissé 
 
 
 
 
 
The class will also provide another opportunity in group dynamics essential to 
directing by having each student share with the others the production roles on their films. 



LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
 
To learn by making another longer digital film the director’s responsibility in 
leadership, vision and knowledge of techniques of motivating performance, blocking 
for camera and use of visual and aural elements to create an affective movie. 
 
To explore directing problems and learn techniques by studying masters and gaining 
experience in performance and use of camera for story telling. 
 
 
PREREQUISITES 
 
Each student must have taken both intermediate directing 532 and directing 
techniques 533 or have taken 532 and directed a 546. 
 
CLASS REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. Students intending to make a longer film will create or obtain a script that will be 
the basis for the final project 8 minutes or under and shooting script due on the fifth week. 
 
2. During the second week students for the longer film will bring in their actors for rehearsal 
either in person on zoom with the goal of finishing production on week ten.  Post-production the 
next five weeks. 
 
3. Each student will make at least 4 one to two minute exercises to explore directorial ways to 
create emotion in the viewer. 
 
3. Each student will pick an accomplished director and bring in examples or their work class. 
 
 
 
GRADING 
 
Grading will be determined by evaluation of the learning over the semester that 
shows the student’s understanding and expression of the concepts taught in the class 
as revealed in their final project. 
for film projects -------------------------- 75% 
for studied director ---------- 15% 
for class participation----------------------- 10% 
 
 
 
 



CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1 ​
The first class will explain the requirements and also reexamine concepts of casting, rehearsal 
and camera placement. The students will share their intentions on what they want to make and 
why. Students will pick directors’ work to explore.  
 
Students will be divided into two groups: GROUP A & GROUP B. These groups will alternate 
filming weekends for the first exercises of the class. 
  
Week 2 
Students will show their first short project. 
 
GROUP A will shoot Exercise 1 over Weekend 2. 
 
Week 3 
Students will present the first draft of their longer script if they are doing one. 
First presentation of chosen directors’ work. 
Group A will show Exercise 1. 
 
GROUP B will shoot Exercise 1 over Weekend 3. 
 
Week 4  
Students will show their second project  
And presentation of first director’s work. 
Group B will show Exercise 1. 
 
GROUP A will shoot Exercise 2 over Weekend 4. 
 
Week 5 
Shooting draft of the longer scenes presented. 
Group A will show Exercise 2. 
 
GROUP B will shoot Exercise 2 over Weekend 5. 
 
Week 6 
Students will present the first draft of their longer script if they are doing one. 
Group B will show Exercise 2. 
 
GROUP A will shoot Exercise 3 over Weekend 6. 
 
 
 



Week 7 
Rehearsals in class begin. 
Group A will show Exercise 3 
 
GROUP B will shoot Exercise 3 over Weekend 7. 
Longer Film directors will begin shooting. 
 
Week 8 
Production Dailies of longer films. 
Presentation of Directors clips 
Group B will show Exercise 3. 
 
GROUP A will shoot Exercise 4 over Weekend 8. 
Longer Film directors will continue shooting. 
 
Week 9 
Production Dailies. 
Group A will show Exercise 4. 
 
GROUP B will shoot Exercise 4 over Weekend 9. 
Longer Film directors will continue shooting. 
 
Week 10 
The studied directors or scene presentation continues. 
Group B will show Exercise 4.  
 
GROUP A will shoot Exercise 5 over Weekend 10. 
 
Week 11 
First cut of Longer Films. 
Group A will show Exercise 5. 
 
GROUP B will shoot Exercise 5 over Weekend 11. 
  
Week 12 
Second cut of Longer Films. 
Group B will show Exercise 5. 
 
GROUP A will shoot Exercise 6 over Weekend 12. 
 
Week 13 
Postproduction notes. 
Presentation of Directors clips 
Group A will show Exercise 6. 



GROUP B will shoot Exercise 6 over Weekend 13. 
 
Week 14 
Group B will show Exercise 6. 
Presentation of the first set of finished films with commentary and analysis. 
 
Week 15 
Presentation of the final set of finished films with commentary and analysis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


