
DANC 189A: Beginning Tap Dance  
 Sec4on: 22449R 

Spring 2023 
 2 units 

Day: TUES/THURS 
Time: 1:30pm-2:50pm 
Loca4on: KDC 107 

Instructor: Jose3e Wiggan 

Office: Faculty Lounge 
Office Hours: To be scheduled by email  
Contact Info: jwiggan@usc.edu 

Catalog Descrip4on  
An introducJon to basic Tap Dance technique, rhythms, syncopaJon, and musicality, developing into complex steps 
and elementary dances with progressive understanding of weight change, improvisaJon, and combinaJons of 
sound. 

Course Descrip4on  
As an embodied studio in-person course, this beginning level course introduces students to basic steps, rhythms, 
vocabulary, musicality and movement skills as well as the basic historical and cultural background of tap dance. 

Learning Objec4ves  
In this course, students will:  

• A3ain proper tap dance technique within warm-ups and combinaJons. 
• Develop improved strength, flexibility, and rhythmic understanding. 
• Demonstrate basic combinaJons uJlizing beginning tap dance vocabulary. 
• Illustrate understanding of rhythmic weight changes and beginning musical skills. 
• Learn the basic fundamental elements of improvisaJon. 
• Examine basic historical and cultural contexts of tap dance.  

Descrip4on of Par4cipa4on and Expecta4ons:  
In-class ParJcipaJon:  

• Turn off all electronic devices that may make noise.  
• Listen and pay a3enJon during class.  
• Engage in class discussions/demonstraJons.  
• Report any injuries that prohibit class parJcipaJon to the instructor. 
• If you are unable to par4cipate in class due to injury, please take detailed notes on the material 

covered. Notes taken should be emailed to the instructor at the end of class. 
• If you must leave class early, please let the instructor know prior to the beginning of class. 

Full, consistent parJcipaJon in class exercises is imperaJve. Students are also expected to devote pracJce Jme 
outside of class in order to progress at an appropriate pace. The class also has a required mid-term and final exam 



that students must complete in person.  A3endance at the mid- term and final exam is crucial to receiving a passing 
grade in the course. The Final exam will be given on the date as published in the USC schedule of classes for Spring 
semester 2023, Thursday, May 4, 2023 2pm-4pm. The Mid-term is scheduled during class on Thursday, March 9, 
2023 during class.  ½ of a point will be deducted for every unexcused tardy.  The student will not be able to 
parJcipate in class if 15 or more minutes late.  Please email the instructor to noJfy of your absence at least one day 
in advance. If illnesses or family emergencies occur, that result in excessive absences, please communicate with the 
instructor and student advisors at your earliest convenience.  

Assignments: 
Mid-term: 
Students are required to be in class for the mid-term exam, so note the date.  

• Thursday, March 9, 2023 during class. 

Elec4ve Experience Performance: 
Students will have an opportunity to share/perform material form class at the ElecJve Experience showcase 
scheduled to make place at the end of the semester. 

• Friday, April 21 at 5:30pm, 7:00pm and 8:30pm 

Final Exam:  
Students are required to be in class for the final exam, so note the date.  
Students will write a short essay on semester tap dance history/concepts learned as well as explaining Tap 
terminologies learned. In addiJon, students will be given a physical exam covering tap steps and exercises learned 
throughout the semester. 

• Thursday, May 4, 2023 2pm-4pm. 

Proper AZre for Tap Class: 
Students are required to have tap shoes. Jazz pants, easy fi]ng pants and/or shorts and form-fi]ng workout 
clothes are acceptable. No over-sized or baggy a]re please. Items can be purchased online or at neighborhood 
dance wear supply stores. Dance shoes can be purchased online or at any dance store. Be sure to check size 
conversions as some dance shoes are sized differently than normal shoes.  

Grading Breakdown  
Grades are based on an average of the assessments given by the instructor, plus subjecJve in-class qualiJes like 
effort, progress, a,tude, and engagement. Dance eJque3e should be observed while in class, and will affect 
grades as well.  

Grading Scale and Point Values:  
50% ParJcipaJon (discussions, movement, overall in-class engagement) 
20% Mid-semester physical Exam  
30% Final Exam (Wri3en 15%, Danced porJon 15%)  

100 PTS TOTAL  

A+ = 100 points B+ = 88-90 points C+ = 78-80 points D+ = 67-70 points 
A = 95-99 points B = 85-87 points C = 75-77 points  D = 64-66 points  
A- = 91-95 points B- = 81-84 points C- = 71-74 points D- = 61-63 points F = 60 or below 



COURSE CONTENT  
Topics/Daily Ac.vi.es

Week 1 
Jan 10 
Jan 12 

-Overview of course objec6ves, review of the syllabus and class 
expecta6ons, introduce tap terminology and basic tap concepts. 

-What is Tap Dance? What is your understanding of the art form?

Week 2 
Jan 17 
Jan 19

-Students will learn warm up exercises to aid in proper arJculaJon 
of the foot in order to build strength and increase clarity of sound. 

Week 3 
Jan 24 
Jan 26

-Students will begin to explore more syncopated rhythms, intro to 
weight shiks. (Paddles, Cramp Rolls)

Week 4 
Jan 31 
Feb 2

-Breakdown of Jme steps as well as explore beginning concepts of 
ImprovisaJon. 

-What is the goal while improvising and how does improvisaJon 
enhance the art form? 

Week 5 
Feb 7 
Feb 9

-Refinement of core skills, building upon phrase materials while 
turning them into choreography.

Week 6 
Feb 14 
Feb 16

-Expand and refine all choreography as well as con6nue prac6ce 
with improvisa6onal tools/techniques.

Week 7 
Feb 21 
Feb 23

-Traveling Concepts: Explore steps that will allow us to travel 
through space more easily. Discover dynamic ways to enter and 
exit the stage while dancing. 

-Riff walks, traveling 6me steps, falaps… 

Week 8 
Feb 28 
Mar 2

-Midterm review- review all class related material both historical 
and movement based. 

-Who are some of the Tap Legends discussed in class and why was 
their contribu6on to the art form significant?

Week 9 
Mar 7 
Mar 9-Midterm 

-MIDTERM EXAM (Mar 9th):  Based on 
historical and rehearsed class material, as well as learned tap 
vocabulary to date. 
-

Week 10 
Mar 14 (No Class) 
Mar 16 (No class) 

-SPRING  BREAK No Class this week

Week 11 
Mar 21 
Mar 23 

-All things Backwards: Flash and Air steps
-Pullbacks, triplets, wings.

-Start choreography for Elec6ve Experience Showcase

Week 12 
Mar 28 
Mar 30 

-Review and con6nue with choreography 

-How does community shape the world that we live in today? How 
was Tap dance influenced by communal exchanges, gatherings  
and coming together?



CAP STONE FESTIVAL FEB 22ND AND 23RD 

*This syllabus and course calendar can be amended at any 4me by the instructor, 
based on the instructor’s discre4on 
  
KSOD Policies Required in Syllabus 
  
Names and Pronouns  
If you want to be called by a different name or wish to be referred to by a different 
gender pronoun than the one under which you are officially enrolled, please let me 
know. Students are expected to respecbully refer to each other by their preferred 
names and pronouns in class.  
  

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 
This class takes place at a university commiced to equity for all students, where 
diversity and inclusion are considered cri6cal to the academic environment. In this 
classroom, free speech is 

Week 13 
Apr 4 
Apr 6 

-Finish Choreography

Week 14 
Apr 11 
Apr 13

-Con6nued Review of Class material and Choreography for Elec6ve 
Experience Showcase

Week 15 
Apr 18 
Apr 20 
April 21st- 
Elec.ve Experience 
Showcase

Prepara6on for Final Exam & Elec.ve Experience Showcase

Week 16 
Apr 25 (No class) 
Apr 27 (No class)

Prepara6on for Final  (No class)

FINAL EXAM:    *****FINAL***** 
 Thursday, May 4th, 2-4pm 

(KDC107)



respected, and civil discourse is expected, with a safe learning environment the 
priority. We will 
endeavor to use language that is respecbul—some6mes being inquisi6ve and 
crea6ve, 
because language changes all the 6me—par6cularly when it comes to differences in 
age, 
ethnicity, gender iden6ty or expression, race or socioeconomic status.  
  
“Call-In” Agreement 
Op6onal policy about calling people IN to the conversa6on about racial jus6ce, as 
opposed to calling people out. 
  
Statement on Physical Contact 
As an embodied art form, dancing is a physical and an emo6onal act. In the process 
of studying dance, students oien experience physical contact with their instructors 
and peers. Faculty members may use touch to provide propriocep6ve and kinesthe6c 
feedback to students; they may use touch to correct alignment, improve technique, 
and promote healthier movement prac6ces. In some classes, par6cularly those 
involving partnering, students’ will experience physical contact with their peers. As 
developing ar6sts experimen6ng with modes of expression, students may also 
experience a variety of emo6ons in the classroom. As such, it is impera6ve that the 
studio-classroom be a safe, inclusive, and respecbul space for all students and 
faculty. Open and honest communica6on and respecbul and considerate interac6ons 
are always expected and are a fundamental requirement of studying in the USC 
Kaufman School of Dance. Unless otherwise ar6culated to a faculty member or peer, 
consent to discipline-specific and appropriate touching is assumed. Students always 
have the right to revoke that consent and should express any discomfort they feel in 
the classroom to the faculty instructor or Vice Dean immediately. USC Kaufman seeks 
to nurture compassionate ar6sts who respect the dignity, humanity, and personal 
embodied experience of all individuals. 
  
Emergency Plan 
In the event of a university-wide emergency, guidance and direc6ons will be shared 
by Campus Emergency Opera6ons in all available outlets, including the website and 
TrojanAlerts. Students are encouraged to maintain close contact with all available 
communica6ons avenues for updates to university opera6ons.  USC Kaufman will 
abide by all university protocols and recommenda6ons.  If the Kaufman Dance Center 
is not available when classes resume, students can receive updates from the school's 



Departmental Opera6ons Center (DOC) on Ramo Lawn (between the Thornton 
School of Music and Norris Cinema, close to the Bing Theatre). 
  
USC Policies Required in Syllabus 
Technological Proficiency and Hardware/So]ware Required  
Students will need an electronic device with access to Zoom and Blackboard for this 
course. They are asked to familiarize themselves with these two interfaces. Please 
see the links below for technology support. 
  
USC Technology Support Links  
Zoom informa6on for students 
Blackboard help for students 
Soiware available to USC Campus 
  
USC Technology Rental Program  
We realize that acending classes online and comple6ng coursework remotely 
requires access to technology that not all students possess. If you need resources to 
successfully par6cipate in your classes, such as a laptop or internet hotspot, you may 
be eligible for the university’s equipment rental program. To apply, please submit an 
applica6on. The Student Basic Needs team will contact all applicants in early August 
and distribute equipment to eligible applicants prior to the start of the fall semester. 
  
Synchronous Par.cipa.on  
In general, students should plan to acend every synchronous session for the classes 
in which 
they are enrolled, irrespec6ve of when it occurs in their 6me zone. For this course, 
the weekly 
synchronous ZOOM session will be Mondays, from 10:00AM-11:40AM Pacific Time.  
  
USC Shibboleth Log In  
Students are expected to be signed-in to their USC account prior to the start of each 
Zoom class session to ensure a safe and smooth experience for all students.  
  
Time Zone Accommoda.ons  
USC considers the hours from 7:00am to 10:00pm, in the local 6me zone for each 
student, as reasonable 6mes for students to acend synchronous sessions or engage 
in synchronous 
learning ac6vi6es or assessments. Should students be unable to acend synchronous 
sessions 

https://keepteaching.usc.edu/students/student-toolkit/classroom/zoom/
https://studentblackboardhelp.usc.edu/
https://software.usc.edu/
https://studentbasicneeds.usc.edu/resources/technology-assistance/
https://studentbasicneeds.usc.edu/resources/technology-assistance/


they are expected to watch the recorded Zoom session and any related PowerPoint 
presenta6ons (both will be posted to Blackboard once done live) and complete the 
assignments for each week.  
  
USC’s Nine Interna.onal Offices 
Support for interna6onal students is also available through USC’s offices in Beijing, 
Shanghai, Hong Kong and South China, Taiwan, South Korea, India, UK and Europe, 
Brazil, and Mexico. Addi6onal details and contact informa6on can be found 
at hcps://global.usc.edu/global-presence/interna6onal-offices/.  
  
  
  
Recording Online Classes  
For the Fall 2020 semester, USC policy required that all classes conducted online be 
recorded for asynchronous viewing with transcrip6ons made available. Only classes 
that are ordered to be remote by the University will be recorded this semester. 
  
“Camera On” Policy  
For this course, students are expected to have their cameras on during synchronous 
online sessions. Students facing challenging situa6ons (internet connec6vity, illness, 
home environments, etc) are encouraged to use a virtual background, which will 
eliminate most privacy concerns, and earphones or headsets to improve audio 
quality. Please contact your professor directly for addi6onal accommoda6ons.  
  
Ne.queee and Par.cipa.on 
Par6cipa6on includes being acen6ve and focused; ac6vely par6cipa6ng in physical 
exercises, discussions, breakout rooms, and group ac6vi6es; asking thoughbul 
ques6ons; coming to class fully prepared; and exercising personal responsibility and 
considera6on of others at all 6mes. Tex6ng/Charng during Zoom class sessions via 
cell phone and/or other private message apps is considered highly disrespecbul.  
  
Religious Holy Days Policies 
University policy grants students excused absences for observance of religious holy 
days. You must inform the professor at least one full week in advance to request such 
an excused absence. You will be given an opportunity to make up missed work if 
necessary. 
  
Statement on Academic Conduct and Support Systems 

  

http://click.comms.usc.edu/?qs=c79d21e58ec0c0385407e9af52d74744c7d898474dab66d4963816ae0f15c672d2e4c5d0df213a49a55b55494b5ffe13afbf57b2693386b1


Academic Conduct: 
Plagiarism – presen6ng someone else’s ideas as your own, either verba6m or recast 
in your own words – is a serious academic offense with serious consequences. 
Please familiarize yourself with the discussion of plagiarism in SCampus in Part B, 
Sec6on 11, “Behavior Viola6ng University Standards”policy.usc.edu/scampus-part-b. 
Other forms of academic dishonesty are equally unacceptable.  See addi6onal 
informa6on in SCampus and university policies on scien6fic misconduct, hcp://
policy.usc.edu/scien6fic-misconduct. 
  
Support Systems: 
Student Counseling Services (SCS) – (213) 740-7711 – 24/7 on call 
Free and confiden6al mental health treatment for students, including short-term 
psychotherapy, group counseling, stress fitness workshops, and crisis 
interven6on.engemannshc.usc.edu/counseling 
  
Na@onal Suicide Preven@on Lifeline – 1 (800) 273-8255 
Provides free and confiden6al emo6onal support to people in suicidal crisis or 
emo6onal distress 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. www.suicidepreven6onlifeline.org 
  
Rela@onship and Sexual Violence Preven@on Services (RSVP) – (213) 740-4900 – 24/7 
on call 
Free and confiden6al therapy services, workshops, and training for situa6ons related 
to gender-based harm.engemannshc.usc.edu/rsvp 
  
Sexual Assault Resource Center 
For more informa6on about how to get help or help a survivor, rights, repor6ng 
op6ons, and addi6onal resources, visit the website: sarc.usc.edu 
  
Office of Equity and Diversity (OED)/Title IX Compliance – (213) 740-5086 
Works with faculty, staff, visitors, applicants, and students around issues of protected 
class. equity.usc.edu 
  
Bias Assessment Response and Support 
Incidents of bias, hate crimes and microaggressions need to be reported allowing for 
appropriate inves6ga6on and response.studentaffairs.usc.edu/bias-assessment-
response-support 
  
The Office of Disability Services and Programs 

https://policy.usc.edu/scampus-part-b/
http://sarc.usc.edu/
http://equity.usc.edu/


Provides cer6fica6on for students with disabili6es and helps arrange relevant 
accommoda6ons. dsp.usc.edu 
  
Student Support and Advocacy – (213) 821-4710 
Assists students and families in resolving complex issues adversely affec6ng their 
success as a student EX: personal, financial, and academic. studentaffairs.usc.edu/
ssa 
  
Diversity at USC 
Informa6on on events, programs and training, the Diversity Task Force (including 
representa6ves for each school), chronology, par6cipa6on, and various resources for 
students.diversity.usc.edu 
  
USC Emergency Informa@on 
Provides safety and other updates, including ways in which instruc6on will be 
con6nued if an officially declared emergency makes travel to campus 
infeasible. emergency.usc.edu 
  
USC Department of Public Safety  – UPC: (213) 740-4321 – HSC: (323) 442-1000 – 24-
hour emergency or to report a crime. 
Provides overall safety to USC community. dps.usc.edu 
  

http://dsp.usc.edu/
https://studentaffairs.usc.edu/ssa/
http://emergency.usc.edu
http://dps.usc.edu/

