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What would it mean to “translate” race? Can one compare heterogeneous 
experiences of racialization from one imperial formation to the next? Is it possible 
to account for contemporary notions of racial, cultural, and religious difference by 
studying the emergence of the modern conception of race more than five centuries 
ago? How does one translate the concept of race across languages? This seminar will 
trace the genealogy of intersecting notions of race across imperial formations and 
analyze the ways in which these notions have been “translated” across languages 
and (post)colonial contexts. Readings include Bartolomé de las Casas, Arthur de 
Gobineau, Aimé Césaire, Frantz Fanon, Edward Said, Hélène Cixous, and Jacques 
Derrida. 
 
This seminar is an elective for the Graduate Certificate in Translation Studies, and 
is open to students in adjacent PhD programs. Knowledge of other languages is a 
plus but is not required. 


