
 

ALI 234 

Academic and Professional Oral Skills II 
 

Location: Zoom 

Office: https://usc.zoom.us/j/4203825507 

         Office Hours: TBA 

 

WeChat: 

Instructor: Olivia Martinez 

Contact Info: ovmartin@usc.edu, 310-626-2809 (text) 

 

USC’S UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENT: According to the University, 

“[a]cademic success in the United States depends on your ability to communicate effectively in 

English,”1 and the “ability to communicate effectively in English—to read, write and speak the 

language fluently—is vital to your success as a university student.”2   

 

PREREQUISITES: Students are placed into ALI 234 based on the results of the International Student 

English (ISE) Exam3 or a previous ALI oral skills course. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to help you meet the above requirement by 

improving your oral communication skills. More specifically, you will work on 

 fluency 

 vocabulary use 

                                                 
1 International applicants. University of Southern California: Undergraduate admissions. Retrieved on 
January 4, 2013, from http://www.usc.edu/admission/undergraduate/apply/inter_students.html 
2 Proficiency in English. University of Southern California Graduate Admissions: International students. 
Retrieved on January 4, 2013, from 
http://www.usc.edu/admission/graduate/international/englishproficiency.html  
3 http://dornsife.usc.edu/ali/ise/ 
 

 pronunciation 

 listening comprehension 

 cultural awareness

mailto:ovmartin@usc.edu
http://www.usc.edu/admission/undergraduate/apply/inter_students.html
http://www.usc.edu/admission/graduate/international/englishproficiency.html
http://dornsife.usc.edu/ali/ise/


 

These language skills will be addressed in the process of doing various academic 

communicative activities, such as: 

 leading and participating in discussions 

 summarizing talks and discussions 

 giving presentations 

 

COURSE MATERIALS (RECOMMENDED):  

 Learn English with TED Talks App –Download here: 

https://www.cengage.com/shop/ISBN/9781337900850?cid=APL1  

 Bonesteel, Lynn. (2017) 21st Century Communication Book #3, Student Book with 

Online Workbook (sticker inside book); National Geographic Cengage Publishers. ISBN: 

97813372758354 

 Additional materials will be made available through Blackboard. 

 

GRADING (Final Assessments should average a minimum of 80%):  

 15% -Final Presentation 

 15% -Final Rap and Skit 

 15% -Final Listening Pronunciation 

 15% -Final Dictation 

 40% -Assignments 

 

ENGLISH PRACTICE SOURCES: Duolinguo, Elevate, Illuminate, Google Voice/Siri, Rachel’s English 

(YouTube Channel), ALI Conversation Groups (details TBA), follow ALI on Instagram 

@usc_americanlanguageinstitute).  

 

USC technology rental program 

We realize that attending classes online and completing coursework remotely requires access 

to technology that not all students possess. If you need resources to successfully participate in 

                                                 
4 Available at the USC Bookstore and here:  
https://nglstore.cengage.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?langId=-
1&storeId=11755&catalogId=12005&partNumber=9781337275828 

https://www.cengage.com/shop/ISBN/9781337900850?cid=APL1
https://www.instagram.com/usc_americanlanguageinstitute/?hl=en
https://nglstore.cengage.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?langId=-1&storeId=11755&catalogId=12005&partNumber=9781337275828
https://nglstore.cengage.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?langId=-1&storeId=11755&catalogId=12005&partNumber=9781337275828


your classes, such as a laptop or internet hotspot, you may be eligible for the university’s 

equipment rental program. To apply, please submit an application. The Student Basic Needs 

team will contact all applicants in early August and distribute equipment to eligible applicants 

prior to the start of the fall semester. 

 

USC Technology Support Links  

Zoom information for students 

Blackboard help for students 

Software available to USC Campus 

 

 

ALI ATTENDANCE POLICY: More than 3 hours of absence will be reported to the ALI student 

advisor. More than 6 hours of absence will result in a course grade of NC (no credit). If for 

some reason you cannot connect on Zoom, you will need to record your class assignments 

and submit them within 8 days (you can contact me for more information).  

 

TARDINESS POLICY: Connecting to class on time is important since tardiness is an inconvenience 

to your classmates. Connecting late will also count towards the number of hours missed, if 

more than 15 minutes late. Leaving class more than 15 minutes early will also be counted 

toward absences. Leaving class early or connecting late to class on a regular basis may result 

in a NC. 

 

ZOOM ETIQUETTE: Please review the following materials for tips and reminders for our 

classroom meetings: USC Tips on Virtual Meeting Etiquette ; YouTube Video Tips on Virtual 

Meeting Etiquette, and  this CET resource.  

NOTE: While our class sessions will be recorded and made available to students to ensure you 

have access to all the information needed for you to succeed in the class.  

 

Sharing of course materials outside of the learning environment 

 

https://studentbasicneeds.usc.edu/resources/technology-assistance/
https://keepteaching.usc.edu/start-learning/
https://studentblackboardhelp.usc.edu/
https://software.usc.edu/
https://careers.usc.edu/chronicles/2020/04/helpful-tips-on-virtual-meeting-etiquette/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZfujnPVAnU&list=PLaEQ07be5E2PURd8xlFZqHAC1Gv1f7haF&index=2&t=0s
http://cet.usc.edu/cet/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Netiquette-Considerations.docx


SCampus Section 11.12(B)  

  

Distribution or use of notes or recordings based on university classes or lectures without 

the express permission of the instructor for purposes other than individual or group study is a 

violation of the USC Student Conduct Code. This includes, but is not limited to, providing 

materials for distribution by services publishing class notes. This restriction on unauthorized 

use also applies to all information, which had been distributed to students or in any way had 

been displayed for use in relationship to the class, whether obtained in class, via email, on the 

Internet or via any other media. (SeeSection C.1 Class Notes Policy). 

 

 

 

 



 Topics/Daily Activities Assignments  

Week 1 

 

Welcome 

Syllabus Review 

Self-Introductions 

In-class: Discussion-Zoom Etiquette (p. 3), 

Listening Diagnostics 

HW: Self-Introduction Video 

Week 2 

 

 Pauses 

Intonation 

Vowels (including Ə, л) 

In-Class: Intonation and Vowel Practice, Gerund 

Review 

HW: Intonation Skits 

Week 3 

 

Gerunds 

Vowel Review 

 

In-Class: Raps, Skits, Gerund and Vowel Practice. 

Begin first Rap 

HW: Gerund Skits; Rap 

Week 4 

 

Goals 

Intonation 

Pauses 

TED Discussion 

In-Class:  Intonation and Pauses, Goals 

Discussion 

HW: TED Talks- Goals or Career 

Week 5 

 

Intonation, Pauses, 

Gerunds in 

TED Talk 

In-Class: Choose Rap and Skit, Prepare 

Presentation, Listening Assessment Review 

HW: Group Presentation – 

How NOT to learn a new language 

Week 6 

 

Practice Midterm 

Assessments 

Individual Consultations 

Practice Listening Assessments 

Week 7 

 

Midterm Assessments In-Class: Listening Assessments, Presentations 

HW: Rap and Skit 

Week 8  Midterm Review Individual Consultations: Sign up on 

Signupgenius.com 

Week 9 

 

Fear  

Past Tense 

Consonants 

In-Class: Past Tense Pronunciation; Consonant 

Review and Practice, Past Tense Skit 

HW: TED Discussion – 

Creativity or Passion and Purpose 

https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Intonation/IntonationGerundsPauses/TV%20Soap%20Opera%20Parody.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=fpeWaO
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Intonation?csf=1&web=1&e=aHXrcI
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Consonants%20and%20Vowels/Vowels?csf=1&web=1&e=HgyD2q
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Intonation/IntonationGerunds?csf=1&web=1&e=b2B1t5
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Consonants%20and%20Vowels/Vowels?csf=1&web=1&e=HgyD2q
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Intonation/Aaron%20Burr%20Sir-Intonation.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=dp9m7T
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Studio%20C/Goals?csf=1&web=1&e=kfqtrW
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Discussion/TED%20Discussion%20Assignment.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=RskvBG
https://www.ted.com/playlists/541/goals
https://www.ted.com/playlists/209/counterintuitive_career_advice
https://myelt.heinle.com/ilrn/home/lshome.do?bookAbbr=TFCC_C#/book/TFCC_C_U10/adaptive-all-activity/882019836
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Listening%20Assessments?csf=1&web=1&e=uqGuyq
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Studio%20C/Fear?csf=1&web=1&e=Baebrq
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Final%20-ed%20and%20-s?csf=1&web=1&e=njAaig
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Consonants%20and%20Vowels/Consonants?csf=1&web=1&e=a1lScE
https://myelt.heinle.com/ilrn/home/lshome.do?bookAbbr=TFCC_C#/mwlo-info/1
https://www.ted.com/playlists/170/kickstart_your_creativity
https://www.ted.com/playlists/667/how_passion_becomes_purpose


 Topics/Daily Activities Assignments  

Week 10 

 

Technology 

Past Tense 

Vowel Length 

TED Talk 

In-Class: Past Tense, Vowel Length, Discussion 

on Creativity and Purpose 

HW: Individual Presentation: Someone who 

overcame a limitation and used it to become 

successful 

Week 11 

 

Rhythm and Stress 

Modals of Ability 

TED Discussion 

In-Class: Rhythm and Stress Practice with Raps 

and Tongue Twisters 

HW: Raps; TED Discussion – 

Disaster Relief or Technology 

Week 12 

 

Connected Speech 

Modals of Ability 

TED Talk 

In-Class: Connected Speech Skits; Discussion on 

Rescue and Technology 

HW: Connected Speech Skits 

Week 13 

 

Review for Final 

Assessments 

In-Class: Select and Prepare Rap, Skit, and 

Presentation 

HW: Individual Presentation – 

Creative Solutions with Technology 

Week 14 

 

Practice Final 

Assessments 

In-Class: Practice Skit, Rap, and Presentation, 

Practice Listening Assessments 

Week 15 

 

Final Assessments In-Class: Final Listening Assessments, 

Presentations 

HW: Rap and Skit  

FINAL 

 

Final Consultations Final Consultations, as needed.  

  

https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Studio%20C/Tech?csf=1&web=1&e=7mYbOm
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Consonants%20and%20Vowels/Vowels?csf=1&web=1&e=WJwdOa%5C
https://myelt.heinle.com/ilrn/home/lshome.do?bookAbbr=TFCC_C#/book/TFCC_C_U40/adaptive-all-activity/753666017
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Stress?csf=1&web=1&e=Khs4Xk
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Stress/Modals%20of%20Ability%20stress.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=phO9Hv
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Studio%20C/Tongue%20Twisters?csf=1&web=1&e=cIEQfr
https://www.ted.com/playlists/584/how_can_we_improve_disaster_relief
https://www.ted.com/playlists/39/mikko_hypponen_9_talks_on_tec
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Pronunciation%20Resources/Connected%20Speech/Connected%20Speech%20Videos%20and%20Scripts?csf=1&web=1&e=m5ydE6
https://myelt.heinle.com/ilrn/home/lshome.do?bookAbbr=TFCC_C#/book/TFCC_C_U30/adaptive-all-activity/314467510
https://uscedu-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/ovmartin_usc_edu/Documents/!USC%20ALI/%C2%A1Oral%20Skills!/Listening%20Assessments?csf=1&web=1&e=vHfHXm


Statement on Academic Conduct and Support Systems 

 

The current Statement on Academic Conduct and Support Systems is a required component 

of all USC syllabi and is updated yearly.  Faculty should use the latest version of the Statement 

on Academic Conduct and Support Systems found in the Curriculum Coordination Office’s 

Syllabus Template.  The Statement below is current as of August 2018 

 

Statement on Academic Conduct and Support Systems 

 

Academic Conduct: 

 

Plagiarism – presenting someone else’s ideas as your own, either verbatim or recast in your 

own words – is a serious academic offense with serious consequences. Please familiarize 

yourself with the discussion of plagiarism in SCampus in Part B, Section 11, “Behavior 

Violating University Standards” policy.usc.edu/scampus-part-b. Other forms of academic 

dishonesty are equally unacceptable. See additional information in SCampus and university 

policies on scientific misconduct, policy.usc.edu/scientific-misconduct. 

 

Support Systems:  

 

Counseling and Mental Health - (213) 740-9355 – 24/7 on call 

studenthealth.usc.edu/counseling 

Free and confidential mental health treatment for students, including short-term 

psychotherapy, group counseling, stress fitness workshops, and crisis intervention.  

 

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline - 1 (800) 273-8255 – 24/7 on call 

suicidepreventionlifeline.org 

Free and confidential emotional support to people in suicidal crisis or emotional distress 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week. 

 

http://arr.usc.edu/services/curriculum/resources.html
http://arr.usc.edu/services/curriculum/resources.html
https://policy.usc.edu/scampus-part-b/
http://policy.usc.edu/scientific-misconduct
https://studenthealth.usc.edu/counseling/
https://engemannshc.usc.edu/counseling/
https://engemannshc.usc.edu/counseling/
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/


Relationship and Sexual Violence Prevention Services (RSVP) - (213) 740-9355(WELL), press 

“0” after hours – 24/7 on call 

studenthealth.usc.edu/sexual-assault 

Free and confidential therapy services, workshops, and training for situations related to 

gender-based harm. 

 

Office of Equity and Diversity (OED) - (213) 740-5086 | Title IX – (213) 821-8298 

equity.usc.edu, titleix.usc.edu 

Information about how to get help or help someone affected by harassment or 

discrimination, rights of protected classes, reporting options, and additional resources for 

students, faculty, staff, visitors, and applicants.  

 

Reporting Incidents of Bias or Harassment - (213) 740-5086 or (213) 821-8298 

usc-advocate.symplicity.com/care_report 

Avenue to report incidents of bias, hate crimes, and microaggressions to the Office of Equity 

and Diversity |Title IX for appropriate investigation, supportive measures, and response. 

 

The Office of Disability Services and Programs - (213) 740-0776 

dsp.usc.edu 

Support and accommodations for students with disabilities. Services include assistance in 

providing readers/notetakers/interpreters, special accommodations for test taking needs, 

assistance with architectural barriers, assistive technology, and support for individual needs. 

 

USC Campus Support and Intervention - (213) 821-4710 

campussupport.usc.edu 

Assists students and families in resolving complex personal, financial, and academic issues 

adversely affecting their success as a student. 

 

Diversity at USC - (213) 740-2101 

https://studenthealth.usc.edu/sexual-assault/
https://engemannshc.usc.edu/rsvp/
https://engemannshc.usc.edu/rsvp/
https://equity.usc.edu/
http://titleix.usc.edu/
https://usc-advocate.symplicity.com/care_report/
https://studentaffairs.usc.edu/bias-assessment-response-support/
https://studentaffairs.usc.edu/bias-assessment-response-support/
http://dsp.usc.edu/
https://campussupport.usc.edu/


diversity.usc.edu 

Information on events, programs and training, the Provost’s Diversity and Inclusion Council, 

Diversity Liaisons for each academic school, chronology, participation, and various resources 

for students.  

 

USC Emergency - UPC: (213) 740-4321, HSC: (323) 442-1000 – 24/7 on call  

dps.usc.edu, emergency.usc.edu 

Emergency assistance and avenue to report a crime. Latest updates regarding safety, 

including ways in which instruction will be continued if an officially declared emergency makes 

travel to campus infeasible. 

 

USC Department of Public Safety - UPC: (213) 740-6000, HSC: (323) 442-120 – 24/7 on call  

dps.usc.edu 

Non-emergency assistance or information. 

 

https://diversity.usc.edu/
https://diversity.usc.edu/
https://diversity.usc.edu/
http://dps.usc.edu/
http://emergency.usc.edu/
http://dps.usc.edu/
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