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IML 295: Race, Class + Gender in Digital Culture (37418 D) 
Fall 2020  | 4 units | online 
Wednesday, 4:00 – 6:50 pm 

 
Professor: Vicki Callahan, Ph.D.  
Email: vcallahan@cinema.usc.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesday, 3:00-4:00 pm (or by appointment) 

 
Teaching Assistant: Lisa Müller Trede 
Email: mullertr@usc.edu 
Office Hours: TBA 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
IML 295: Race, Class and Gender in Digital Culture, explores the complex issues of 
race, class and gender in digital culture within the United States and the global 
community. In particular, we examine the differences between structural power 
differentials and individual experience, questioning the ways in which digital media 
serve to complicate, diversify, deconstruct and recreate cultural and social 
boundaries in the understanding of difference. Our explorations will examine 
personal stories and issues of identity particularly across the context of protests, 
cultural history, and the building of community. We will focus particularly on the 
intersecting worlds of politics, protests, sports, fashion, and music as they have 
developed at key moments of change.  
 
We understand that you can only imagine our future once you have understood the 
histories, visible and hidden, that shape our present worldviews. To write history is 
to inscribe the possibilities for today and tomorrow, and as we explore contemporary 
issues of race, class, and gender, we look for fissures and gaps in the storyline that 
will foster an equitable future. We explore these issues using the registers of word, 
sound, and image, curating and creating multimedia projects in groups and 
individually. Our three core projects are designed this semester to create a Museum 
of Resistance and Resilience, an exploration of cultural “artifacts” from the past, 
present, and future of protests. Using digital media and online archives alongside our 
critical readings and analysis, our course goal is to provide a framework for a 
“culture of care” and a “Beloved Community.”  

 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
Available at online vendors via e-book or paper/hardback 
*bell hooks, All About Love: New Visions (Love Song to the Nation), William 
Morrow, 2018 
*John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, Nate Powell, March, Book 2, Top Shelf Productions 
2015 
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*Octavia Butler, Kindred: A Graphic Novel Adaptation by Damian Duffy and John 
Jennings, Abrams Comic Art, 2017 (available via USC library online) 
*Gene Luen Yang, Superman Smashes the Klan, Book #1, DC Comics, 2019 
 
Students will be required to do some online viewing, most are available free but a few will require 
streaming from Amazon. 
  
Grading Breakdown:  
10% Journal (with 2 updates) 
20% Posts, Presence, and Participation (includes Peer Review) 
20% Praxis #1, (Group Curation Project) 
20% Praxis #2 (Media Intervention, Individual, Zine) 
20% Praxis #3 (Media Intervention, Group or Individual, open format) 
10% Final Reflection  

Content Notice: The work in our class involves the engagement of material that can at times be 
difficult, painful, or stressful to encounter. We deal with issues of historical oppression across race, 
gender, class as well as other areas of oppression (e.g., ethnicity, age, nationality, disability) with 
the intent to understand our current context and future possibilities.  I will do my best to provide 
warnings whenever I can. If for some reason, you want or need to miss material due to the topic or 
approach, please connect with Vicki or Lisa to consider alternatives.  

Presence, Participation, and Community: We are building a space to discuss 
challenging and, at times, difficult ideas in a supportive context. Our class depends 
on group work and community building, which makes your attendance and 
contributions key. Join us in class. If you miss a class, please notify Vicki and Lisa 
via email (with IML295 in the subject line) and be sure to get any notes and 
assignments from your colleagues. This allows us (your professor and TA) to engage 
with you about the ideas and creative possibilities of the class rather than logistics. 
Please exchange contact information with at least two other students to facilitate this 
process. We also cover subject matter that is often provocative and can challenge 
our worldviews. Lively debate is expected and encouraged with all points of view 
welcome. Our conversations are grounded in love and respect for our colleagues. 
Evidence and careful analysis are the foundation on which we build community.  
 
Zoom Info and Protocol: Each week I will provide you a unique link to access our session via 
Zoom. It will be available on our course site stream and in a document in the Google Drive. Please 
do not share the link.  

Be sure to sign into Zoom with your USC account. Our class is intended as shared space of open 
dialogue (see above comment on our work).  Because we are building a community to foster 
communication, I will not record the sessions except in circumstances to accommodate time zone 
difficulties. Please let me know if that is a particular issue for you. I will only make the video 
available to those students who need this accommodation. That is, if you miss a class, it will just be 
as an in-class experience, you will need to get notes from your colleagues.  
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Lastly, I will have my video on during our Zoom session, and I invite you to do so also. I recognize 
there might well be times that might not be best for you, and that is fine.  

 
Statement on Fair Use: Fair use is a legal principle that defines certain limitations 
on the exclusive rights of copyright holders. MA+P projects are produced with fair 
use doctrines in mind using its four pillars: (1) the purpose and character of use, (2) 
the nature of the copyrighted work, (3) the amount and substantiality of the portion 
used in relation to the copyrighted work as a whole, and (4) the effect of the use 
upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work. Generally speaking, 
this means you must only use as much of a copyrighted work as is necessary to 
make your point, and you must cite your sources accordingly.  
 
Citation Guidelines: We assert that work produced in MA+P classes is covered under the Doctrine 
of Fair Use. In order to make this claim, however, all projects must include academically 
appropriate citations in the form of a References section, which covers all sources, in order to 
receive a passing grade. The References section is either included in the project itself or as a 
separate document, as appropriate. We utilize the APA citation format.  
 
Assignment Submission Policy 
No late work is accepted beyond the stated deadlines without just cause. Please speak with Vicki 
and Lisa about issues related to deadlines.    
 
Course Schedule  
Please note:  The schedule is subject to change; please see weekly posting of 
assignments for the latest schedule 
 
Week 1: August 19: Introduction to class: Building a “Culture of Care” 
In class: 
Read: 
*Robin D.G. Kelley, Freedom Dreams, The Black Radical Imagination, Preface, 
pgs. 11-14 on PDF (PDF in Readings Folder) 
*Audre Lorde: “Age, Race, Class, Sex: Women Redefining Difference”  (PDF in readings) 
 
View:  
*Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: The Danger of a Single Story: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_sto
ry?language=en 
 
*Martin Luther King: On Love and Power 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0uEVTh0ios 
*Cornell West: Catastrophic Love: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EYK4p0Byfw 
*Occupy Wall Street, Revolution is Love 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRtc-k6dhgs 
 
Suggested (not required):  
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*For More on Dr. King’s philosophy of non-violence and his goal of a “beloved 
community,” please see King Center’s main page for an outline of objectives: 
https://thekingcenter.org/king-philosophy/ 
*For more from Robin D.G. Kelley, you can listen to his recent interview: 
https://lithub.com/robin-kelley-on-love-study-and-struggle/ 
 
*For Week 2:  
Read: 
*Beverly Daniel Tatum, “The Complexity of Identity: Who am I?” (Pdf in 
Readings) 
*Gwyn Kirk and Margo Kazawa-Rey: “Identities and Social Locations: Who am I?  
Who Are my People?” (PDF in readings) 
*Alan G. Johnson, The Social Construction of Difference, (Chapter 2): 
https://blogs.lanecc.edu/engaging-diversity/wp-
content/uploads/sites/76/2015/02/Privilege-Oppression-and-Difference.pdf 
View:  
*Thomas Allen Harris, Family Pictures, USA, Episode on Detroit (Episode 2) 
Amazon Video $1.99 to rent (see additional purchase options for best price). Also, 
free to view if you have Hoopla or PBS Passport.  
 
Week 2: August 26: Issues of Identity and Location  
In class: 
*Discussion of place, people, community and Family Pictures; unpacking privilege 
*View:  
*“Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack,” https://youtu.be/DRnoddGTMTY 
*Thomas Allen Harris, Healthy Families, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Feemf4Mq6A&feature=youtu.be 
 
Rise, Red Power, Standing Rock, Part 2, Episode 2, Michelle Latimer (Amazon 
Prime rental, $1.99) 
Trudell, Heather Rae, 2005 (clips provided) 
 
For Week 3  
Read: 
*John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, Nate Powell, March, Book 2 
*Bell hooks, All About Love, Intro., Chapters 1 & 2 
View: 
*Smithsonian: The Freedom Riders History: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zBY6gkpbTg  
*I Am Not Your Negro, Raoul Peck, 2016 (USC Kanopy) 
 
Suggested, (not required)  
Film: Freedom Riders, Stanley Nelson,  2010 (on USC Kanopy) 
Article: “Who Were the Freedom Riders, 
“https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/18/us/politics/freedom-riders-john-lewis-
work.html 
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Week 3: Sept. 2: Love is an Action 
On U.S. movements civil rights and strategies of protest 
 
For Week 4  
Read:  
Hooks, All About Love, Chapters 3-5  
Julia Serana “Trans Woman Manifesto” (pdf) 
Kai Green, “Navigating Masculinity as a Black Transman” 
https://everydayfeminism.com/2013/04/i-will-never-straighten-out-my-wrist/ 
Billy Porter, Red Carpet Fashion, https://www.cnn.com/style/article/billy-porter-red-
carpet-fashion/index.html 
View:  
*“Disclosure”: Groundbreaking Documentary Examines a Century of Trans Representation in Film 
& TV” Democracy Now: 
https://www.democracynow.org/2020/1/31/disclosure_trans_lives_on_screen_sundance 
*Pose, Season I, Episode 1 (Netflix and Amazon, $1.99 on Amazon) 
*Voguing has Always Been a Protest, 
https://www.nytimes.com/video/arts/100000007180242/voguing-
protests.html?action=click&module=RelatedLinks&pgtype=Article 
 
Week 4: Sept 9: On Truth Telling and Awakening 
In class: 
Discussion of Pose and Issues of Gender/Sexuality  
*View:  
Pose, clips from Season 2, Episode 1 
How to Survive a Plague,  
Selections from Westwood, Amazon Prime Video (free with prime), Lorna Tucker, 
2018 
 
For Week 5,  
Read:  
*Hooks, Chapters 6 & 7 
Audre Lorde, “The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House, in Sister Outsider, 
https://uosc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01USC_INST/hs9vaa/alma991011156399703731 
 
*“When LA Erupted in Anger: A Look Back at the Rodney King Riots” 
https://www.npr.org/2017/04/26/524744989/when-la-erupted-in-anger-a-look-back-
at-the-rodney-king-riots 
 
View:  
*OJ Simpson, Made in America, Ezra Edelman, 2016 (in USC viewing portal). 
 
*Browse these digital collections for context on Los Angeles policing prior to and 
during the 1992 uprising  



	

	 6		
	

The Webster Commission 
papers: http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15799coll100 
  
Independent Commission 
papers: http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15799coll69 
 
Suggested, not required: 
*LA 92, Simon Chinn and Jeremy Chinn, 2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaotkHlHJwo 
 
Week 5: Sept 16, Sports, Politics, Protests  
Discussion of OJ, Made in America and LA 1992 Uprising  
For Week 6, Curation Project Due 
 
 
 
 
Week 6: Sept 23 Project 1 with Reflection Due 
For Week 7: 
Read:  
Hooks, Chapter 8  
“The Long Defiant History of Sports Protests” 
https://theundefeated.com/features/athletes-and-activism-the-long-defiant-history-of-
sports-protests/ 
View:  
Harry Edwards on Social Rights Activism, http://www.pbs.org/wnet/amanpour-and-
company/video/harry-edwards-on-social-rights-activism-in-sports/ 
Shut Up and Dribble, Episode #1, Amazon $1.99 or [free on Showtime] 
 
Week 7: Sept. 30 Sports and Protests 
For Week 8  
Read: 
Gene Luen Yang, Superman Smashes the Klan 
Asian American Feminist Antibodies: Care in the Age of the Coronavirus  Pdf in 
readings or online (pgs.1-12) 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59f87d66914e6b2a2c51b657/t/5e7bbeef7811c
16d3a8768eb/1585168132614/AAFCZine3_CareintheTimeofCoronavirus.pdf 
View: 
Chinese Exclusion Act (first 45 minutes, free on Amazon Prime) or available here: 
https://www.thirteen.org/programs/american-experience/the-chinese-exclusion-act-
eixnlw/ 
*Introducing Asian Enough, Dumbfoundead, 
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-03-10/asian-enough-podcast 
*Dumbfounded, Safe, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmvqb9Uzu8k 
*Awkwafina, “NYC Bitches,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-taYShNaPU 
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Suggested, not required: The Grace Lee Project (USC Kanopy), Grace Lee 
 
Week 8: Oct 7 Asian and Asian American History/Protests 
 
For Week 9 Project #2 
 
Week 9: Oct. 14 Project #2 Due 
In class,  
View:  
Sonita, Rokhsareh Ghaemmaghami, 2015.  
 (in SCA Library Portal) 
Mona Eltahawy, “I am here to confuse you,”  https://youtu.be/Htf7Ku41vDA 
 
For Week 10: 
Read: 
*Hooks, Chapters 10 -13 
*Audre Lorde, The Transformation of Silence into Action (in Sister Outsider, in USC library, 
https://uosc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01USC_INST/hs9vaa/alma991011156399703731 
 And  
*A Litany for Survival, https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/147275/a-litany-
for-survival 
View:  
*Made in LA, Robert Bahar, 2007 [USC Kanopy] 
*Ted talk with Josh Kuhn and Ozomalti 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IxqlROnk7WY 
 
Week 10, Oct. 21 Healing, Redemption, Transformation 
View:  
Clips from Delores, Peter Bratt, 2017 
 
For Week 11 
Read:  
Ytasha Womack: Introduction and Chapter 1, Afrofuturism The World of Black Sci-
Fi and Fantasy Culture, online reserve, available here: 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/socal/detail.action?docID=1381831 
Octavia Butler, John Jennings, Kindred (graphic novel), from Prologue – The Fight 
(including The Fight) 
View:  
Black Panther, Ryan Coogler, (USC Portal) 
 
Week 11: Oct. 28: Future Texts 
For Week 12: 
Read:  
Robin D.G. Kelley, Chapter 6, Freedom Dreams, “Keeping it (Sur) real” 
Kindred, Butler, Jennings (finish) 
View:  
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Born in Flames, Lizzie Borden, 1983. [Kanopy] or !5 Million Likes (Black Mirror), 
(USC Portal) 
 
Week 12: Nov 4 Utopia and Dystopia 
For Week 13:  Project 3 Due 
 
Week 13: Nov. 11 Last day of classes, Project 3 Due  
 
Exam Week: Final Reflection due  
 
Additional Academic Policies and Resources 
SCA Diversity and Inclusion Statement: 
Diversity and Inclusion are foundational to the SCA community.  We are committed to fostering a 
welcoming and supportive environment where students of all identities and backgrounds can 
flourish.  The classroom should be a space for open discussion of ideas and self- expression; 
however, SCA will not tolerate verbal or written abuse, threats, harassment, intimidation or 
violence against person or property.  If students are concerned about these matters in the classroom 
setting they are encouraged to contact their SCA Diversity and Inclusion Liaison, 
http://cinema.usc.edu/about/diversity.cfm; e-mail diversity@cinema.usc.edu. You can also report 
discrimination based on a protected class here https://equity.usc.edu/harassment-or-discrimination/ 
  
Disruptive Student Behavior:  
Behavior that persistently or grossly interferes with classroom activities is considered disruptive 
behavior and may be subject to disciplinary action. Such behavior inhibits other students' ability to 
learn and an instructor's ability to teach. A student responsible for disruptive behavior may be 
required to leave class pending discussion and resolution of the problem and may be reported to the 
Office of Student Judicial Affairs for disciplinary action. 
 
Statement on Academic Conduct: Plagiarism – presenting someone else’s ideas as 
your own, either verbatim or recast in your own words – is a serious academic 
offense with serious consequences. Please familiarize yourself with the discussion of 
plagiarism in SCampus in Part B, Section 11, “Behavior Violating University 
Standards” https://policy.usc.edu/scampus-part-b/.   Other forms of academic 
dishonesty are equally unacceptable.  See additional information in SCampus and 
university policies on scientific misconduct, http://policy.usc.edu/scientific-
misconduct. 

  
Statement for Students with Disabilities: Any student requesting academic 
accommodations based on a disability is required to register with Disability Services 
and Programs (DSP) each semester. A letter of verification for approved 
accommodations can be obtained from DSP. Please be sure the letter is delivered to 
me (or to TA) as early in the semester as possible. DSP is located in STU 301 and is 
open 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
 
Sharing of course materials outside of the learning environment 
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The sharing of any synchronous and asynchronous course content outside of the learning 
environment is prohibited and against USC university policy.  
 
SCampus Section 11.12(B)  
  
Distribution or use of notes or recordings based on university classes or lectures without 
the express permission of the instructor for purposes other than individual or group study is a 
violation of the USC Student Conduct Code. This includes, but is not limited to, providing materials 
for distribution by services publishing class notes. This restriction on unauthorized use also applies 
to all information, which had been distributed to students or in any way had been displayed for use 
in relationship to the class, whether obtained in class, via email, on the Internet or via any other 
media. (SeeSection C.1 Class Notes Policy). 
 
COVID-19 Information for Students Coming to Campus 
USC has COVID-19 and health protocols requirements for students who will be coming to campus. 
Please consult the USC COVID-19 resource center website for the latest COVID-19 testing and 
health protocol requirements.  Requirements are continuously updated so please check frequently. 
 
Students should also stay informed with the “We Are USC” portal:  
https://we-are.usc.edu/students/ 
 
Students are also expected to follow the University’s Expectations on Student Behavior.  
 
Support Systems: 
Student Counseling Services (SCS) - (213) 740-7711 – 24/7 on call 
Free and confidential mental health treatment for students, including short-term 
psychotherapy, group counseling, stress fitness workshops, and crisis intervention. 
https://engemannshc.usc.edu/counseling/ 
 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline - 1-800-273-8255 
Provides free and confidential emotional support to people in suicidal crisis or emotional 
distress 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org 
 
Relationship and Sexual Violence Prevention Services (RSVP) - (213) 740-4900 - 24/7 on 
call 
Free and confidential therapy services, workshops, and training for situations related to 
gender-based harm. https://engemannshc.usc.edu/rsvp/ 
 
Sexual Assault Resource Center 
For more information about how to get help or help a survivor, rights, reporting options, and 
additional resources, visit the website: http://sarc.usc.edu/ 
 
Office of Equity and Diversity (OED)/Title IX Compliance – (213) 740-5086 
Works with faculty, staff, visitors, applicants, and students around issues of protected class. 
https://equity.usc.edu/ 

 
Bias Assessment Response and Support 
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Incidents of bias, hate crimes and microaggressions need to be reported allowing for 
appropriate investigation and response. https://studentaffairs.usc.edu/bias-assessment-
response-support/ 
 
The Office of Disability Services and Programs  
Provides certification for students with disabilities and helps arrange relevant 
accommodations. http://dsp.usc.edu 
 
Student Support and Advocacy – (213) 821-4710 
Assists students and families in resolving complex issues adversely affecting their success 
as a student EX: personal, financial, and academic. https://studentaffairs.usc.edu/ssa/ 
 
Diversity at USC  
Information on events, programs and training, the Diversity Task Force (including 
representatives for each school), chronology, participation, and various resources for 
students. https://diversity.usc.edu/ 

 
USC Emergency Information 
Provides safety and other updates, including ways in which instruction will be continued if 
an officially declared emergency makes travel to campus infeasible, 
http://emergency.usc.edu 

 
USC Department of Public Safety  – 213-740-4321 (UPC) and 323-442-1000 (HSC) for 24-
hour emergency assistance or to report a crime.  
Provides overall safety to USC community. http://dps.usc.edu 


