
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
	

POSC 311: Political Analysis  
Fall 2017 – Tues, Thurs | 5-6:20pm 

 
This course will introduce students to the 
fundamentals of research design in political science. 
Topics covered include how to formulate research 
topics and research questions, the development of 
theory and empirically testable hypotheses, the design 
of data collection activities, and basic qualitative and 
quantitative data analysis techniques.  A variety of 
approaches to empirical political science research will 
be covered, including experimental and quasi-
experimental designs, survey research, small-N case 
selection, and comparative/historical comparisons. 
 More	info:	classes.usc.edu/term-20173/course/posc-423	


