Communication 387: Sports and Social Change

Fall 2016
M/W 12:00 - 1:50 PM
ANN L101

Instructor: Evan Brody, PhD

Office hours: M/W 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM and by appointment.
Office: ASCJ G21B

Email: ebrody@usc.edu

Teaching Assistant: Joan Miller

Office hours: Mondays 3:00-4:00 PM

Office: The Annenberg second floor patio (in case of weather head to the 1st floor lobby)
Email: joanmill@usc.edu

Course Description:

Sports and sports cultures, despite claims to the contrary, have a long history of
connectedness to social issues and social change: sometimes as the challenger to static
and/or biased cultural norms and assumptions and sometimes as the promoter. Through
the use of cultural studies and sociological inquiry, and with a strong focus on both
historical events and theoretical engagements, this class critically assesses the use of
sports, sporting events, and sports culture as a public forum to discuss issues such as
class, race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality to name a few.

Students will apply critical and cultural theories to sports events and sports culture
in general in order to understand their impact and gain perspective as to how sports may
be utilized to engage with social issues and social change.

Ultimately, students should leave this class with a better understanding of the
theoretical underpinnings and history of sports studies as it relates to social issues, the
diversity of approaches within cultural and sociological sports studies research, and the
various ways that sports culture has shifted based on its relation to prominent social
issues.

Specific Student Outcomes Include:

1. Become conversant in the language(s) of diversity and social change in the
sports world.

2. Become conversant in theories of social inquiry developed in the fields of
cultural studies, communication, and sociology & their subsequent application
to the field of sports studies.

3. Become aware of the interconnectedness of sports culture to other, seemingly
disparate, arenas of cultural, social, political, and economic change.

4. Demonstrate proficiency in critically examining social issues and social
change within sports culture.



Required Texts
1. The Sport and Society Reader. Edited by David Karen and Robert E. Washington.
Routledge 2010
2. What’s My Name, Fool?: Sports and Resistance in the United States. Dave Zirin

All additional readings will be posted to Blackboard.

COURSE RESPONSIBILITIES

Course Requirements:

Class participation (10%):

Students are expected to come to class on time and prepared to discuss the
assigned readings each week. This includes being able to respond to questions about the
assigned readings and to offer opinions and insight into the topics addressed. Your final
grade will reflect the degree to which you fulfill these requirements throughout the
semester.

Attendance in lecture is important: there is significant material covered in lecture
that is not in the reading which means you cannot pass the course if you do not attend
most of the lectures. In addition, there will be frequent screenings in lecture for which
you will be responsible.

Students who miss more than four (4) classes will have their grades reduced and
risk failing the course. There is no distinction between excused and/or unexcused
absences (except in cases of severe illness, religious holidays or university sanctioned
activities) — so please be judicious in how you manage this requirement. Keep in mind
that you are responsible for the material covered during classes you miss (so make sure
to get notes from a classmate and/or come to office hours).

Introduction Blog Post (5%)
This first assignment will ask you to think about your own relationship to sports
and social change. The assignment will be handed out in class and posted to blackboard.

Response Posts (30%):

Students will be asked to produce 5 concise response posts (approximately 1-2
pages) over the course of the semester. Posts will be graded based on the level of effort,
clarity, and depth of engagement with course subject matter. All posts should be checked
for grammar and spelling, demonstrate a clear writing plan and structure, focus on
specific and pertinent arguments, and use a consistent style manual with proper citation
practices.

These posts are designed to have you think theoretically about the issues
discussed in class; while they call on you to utilize readings, they are not intended to be



summaries of arguments presented in the course, but rather are an opportunity for you to
think critically and academically and to combine theory and practice.

Papers are due in accordance with their due date and there are no late posts
accepted. If you have an emergency that impacts your ability to turn your post in on
time, you need to contact your TA or Instructor before the post is due.

For the response posts you should include TWO Components (reading and
current event):

1. Reading: You should comment on, analyze, or offer a balanced critique of at
least one reading for that section. Here, you must demonstrate that you have
done the reading and thought about it. This should NOT be a summary but
should bring new insight to the material. You may choose to write on one
assigned reading or more.

2. Current Event: You should describe and analyze a current sports event and
connect it to that reading(s) you have chosen to analyze. You have freedom in
how you would like to approach this aspect of the assignment so feel free to
comment on whatever you find interesting, engaging, hopeful, puzzling,
disturbing, etc. But make sure to connect it to the theoretical and/or
methodological part of your post. Additionally, the current event you
choose should NOT be one we have discussed in class.

Midterm (25%):
The midterm exam will take place during class on 10/10.

Final Exam (30%):

The final exam will require you to demonstrate an understanding of the readings
and topics covered throughout the semester (including class discussions), and to
synthesize ideas from across the course. Keeping up with the readings (and taking
notes on them) throughout the semester will be very beneficial to you on this exam.

Class Discussion:
In order to ensure that our discussions are both helpful and enjoyable for all
involved there are a few expectations to keep in mind:

1. Please come to class on time and prepared to participate. While it is assumed
that you will do all the readings assigned each week, it will be most helpful
for you to approach the material as an engaged reader. Even though this is a
lecture there will be opportunities for student’s to answer questions and offer
insights that will contribute to your participation grade. I highly encourage
everyone to raise their hands when given the opportunity.



2. Not only does this class ask you to grapple with a lot of nuanced cultural
theory, but it also expects you to engage with issues of race, sexuality, gender,
ability, and class (to name a few). These can often times be polarizing and
uncomfortable subject matters. While you should always feel free to express
yourself and your opinions, they should be communicated in an articulate and
non-hostile manner. We should interrogate ideas not individuals. Please
remember to show respect and encouragement towards your fellow
classmates, even when you disagree.

3. Texpect you to devote your attention to the course material for the full class
period. This expectation should be taken very seriously. Violating this policy
will result in a decreased participation grade. Furthermore:

o All cellphones must be turned to vibrate or silent during class meetings
and you should not be checking your phone during class.

o Personal computers and wireless Internet are a key part of today’s
technological culture, but they can also distract you from the class
discussion and dampen participation. If you decide to use a personal
computer for note taking please be advised that either your TA or |
will ask for your notes throughout the semester. Remember, this class
is a chance to further your understanding of the material, develop your
critical reasoning skills, and increase your knowledge about theories of
sports and social change — therefore I am not interested in your ability
to google information.

o Ifat any time during the semester you are struggling with the material
or the course load please seek assistance from either your TA or
myself. 1t’s a great idea to be proactive and come to office hours. I
want this to be a positive experience and will do my best to help in any
way possible; however, this can only be accomplished if you come and
speak with me before things get overwhelming. If you wait too long to
seek out help it will be much more difficult, if not impossible, for me
to help.

Grading:

It should go without stating that you are responsible for the material covered in class
and in assigned readings. Broadly, you will be evaluated on your engagement level with
the class materials, as demonstrated in your written work and class participation, your
capacity to explain your ideas and analysis in both articulate and well-written forms, and
your ability to creatively explore the theories, methodologies and ideas presented during
the semester. All of your work will be graded on how well it demonstrates an
understanding of the theories and methodologies of the class and how well it articulates
and structures its argument. Further requirements and expectations will be distributed
with each assignment; however, it is up to you to make sure you are not confused about
any of these parameters.



The final course grade will be based on the following distribution:

Class participation 10%
Intro Post 5%
Response Posts 30%
Midterm 25%
Final Exam 30%

You must complete ALL of these assignments in order to pass the class. Failure to
complete ONE OR MORE of them will result in an F in the class.

Course Grading Policy:

Grades will be assigned as follows:

A outstanding, thoughtful and enthusiastic work

B+/B above average work, demonstrating good insight

B-/C+/C needs improvement on ideas, argument and follow-through

C- and below fulfilling the bare minimum and showing little understanding of the
material

Each assignment will be worth 100 points and will be converted to a percentage score
depending upon the weight assigned to each. Your percentage scores on the assignments
will be totaled and translated to a letter grade per the scale shown below:

A = 100-93 C =76-73
A- = 92-90 C- =172-70
B+ = 89-87 D+  =69-67
B = 86-83 D =606-63
B- = §2-80 D- =62-60
C+ = 79-77 F =59-0

If you have concerns regarding a grade on a given assignment, you must appeal it to your
TA in writing, stating the reasons why you feel the grade is inaccurate, within one week of
receiving the graded assignment. However, we ask that you wait 24 hours before
appealing any grade. No late appeals will be accepted for review.

Statement for Students with Disabilities

Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability is
required to register with Disability Services and Programs (DSP) each semester. A letter
of verification for approved accommodations can be obtained from DSP. Please be sure
the letter is delivered to me (or to TA) as early in the semester as possible. DSP is located
in STU 301 and is open 8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Website and
contact information for DSP:



http://sait.usc.edu/academicsupport/centerprograms/dsp/home_index.html, (213) 740-
0776 (Phone), (213) 740-6948 (TDD only), (213) 740-8216 (FAX) ability@usc.edu.

Statement on Academic Integrity

USC seeks to maintain an optimal learning environment. General principles of
academic honesty include the concept of respect for the intellectual property of others,
the expectation that individual work will be submitted unless otherwise allowed by an
instructor, and the obligations both to protect one’s own academic work from misuse by
others as well as to avoid using another’s work as one’s own. All students are expected to
understand and abide by these principles. SCampus, the Student Guidebook,
(www.usc.edu/scampus or http://scampus.usc.edu) contains the University Student
Conduct Code (see University Governance, Section 11.00), while the recommended
sanctions are located in Appendix A.

Emergency Preparedness/Course Continuity in a Crisis

In case of a declared emergency if travel to campus is not feasible, USC executive
leadership will announce an electronic way for instructors to teach students in their
residence halls or homes using a combination of Blackboard, teleconferencing, and other
technologies.



Course Schedule

Please note that this course schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor

Week 1
Monday, 8/22: Introduction to the Course

Wednesday, 8/24: Why Study Sports?

* Dave Zirin: Introduction: “Sports: an offer we can’t refuse” - WMNF
* Jarvie: “Sport, Social Change, and the Public Intellectual”

Week 2:
Monday, 8/29: Sports, Cultural Studies and The Benefits of Critical Thinking

* Hargreaves and McDonald - “Cultural Studies and the Sociology of Sport”
* Defining Critical Thinking —
o http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/defining-critical-thinking/766
o http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/critical-thinking-the-art-of-close-
reading-part-three/511
¢ Intro Post Due

Wednesday, 8/31: Why Study Sports? - revisited

* Donnelly — “Sport as a Site for “Popular” Resistance
* Andy Baggot “Ten reasons why sports aren’t sports.” - SSR

Week 3:
Monday, 9/5: NO CLASS - LABOR DAY

Wednesday, 9/7: Sports and Social Class

* Pierre Bourdieu: “Distinction: A social critique of the judgment of taste” - SSR
e Syed — Higher, Faster, Yes. More Meritocratic? No” - SSR

Week Four:
Monday, 9/12: Sports and Social Class continued

* José Sergio Leite Lopes: “Class, Ethnicity, and color in the making of Brazilian
football” — SSR

Wednesday, 9/14:
* Loic Wacquant — “Body and Soul: The boys who beat the street” - SSR

Week 5: Sports and Race
Monday, 9/19:




* Douglas Hartman: “Sport as Contested Terrain” - SSR

* Selections from C.L.R James’s “Beyond the Boundary”
+* Response Post #1 Due (Readings from 9/7-9/14)

Wednesday, 9/21:

* Dave Zirin: Chapter 1 and 2: “It All Starts with Lester Rodney” and “Jackie
Robinson and the Politics of Stealing Home” - WMNF

Week 6: Sports and Race continued
Monday, 9/26:

e Gail Bederman: “Manliness and Civilization” - SSR

Wednesday, 9/28:
* Zirin: Chaper 3 and 4 - WMNF

Week 7:
Monday, 10/3: ROSH HASHANAH — No Class

Wednesday, 10/5: Midterm Exam Review — Come to Class Prepared with Questions
+» Response Post #2 Due (Readings from 9/19-9/28)

Week 8:
Monday, 10/10: Midterm Exam

Wednesday, 10/12:
* Readings TBD

Week 9: Sports and Masculinity
Monday, 10/17:

e R.W. Connell: “Masculinities”

Wednesday, 10/19:

* Michael A. Messner: “Barbie Girls versus Sea Monsters: children constructing
gender” - SSR

Week 10:
Monday, 10/24: Sports and Gender

® Susan Birrell: “Feminist Theory for Sport”



Wednesday, 10/26:

* Diane Heckman: "Scoreboard: A Concise Chronological Twenty-Five Year
History of Title IX"

Week 11:
Monday, 10/31: Sports and Gender Continued

® Leslie Heywood and Shari Dworkin: “Chapter 2: Sport as the Stealth Feminism of
the Third Wave” from Built to Win

Wednesday, 11/2:
* Readings TBD

Week 12: Sports and Sexuality
Monday, 11/7:

¢ Susan Cahn: “From the ‘Muscle Moll’ to the ‘butch’ ballplayer: mannishness,
lesbianism, and homophobia in US women’s sport” — SSR
% Response Post #3 Due (Readings from 10/17-11/2)

Wednesday, 11/9:

* Eric Anderson: “The Link between sport and homophobia”

Week 13:
Monday, 11/14: Sports and Sexuality Continued

* Dave Zirin - Chapter 8 — “Taking Care of T.C.B.: Sports, Sexism & Gay Bashing”
WMNF

Wednesday, 11/16:
* Readings TBD

Week 14:
Monday, 11/21: Sports, Economics, and Society

* Toby Miller “A Distorted Playing Field: Neoliberalism and Sport through the
Lens of Economic Citizenship”
% Response Post #4 Due (Readings from 11/7-11/16)

Wednesday, 11/23: Thanksgiving Break — No Class

Week 15:
Monday, 11/28: Sports, Economics, and Society — cont.




* Samantha King: “Nike U: Full-Program Athletics Contracts and the Corporate
University

Wednesday, 11/30: Class Recap and Final Review

% Response Post #5 Due - Sports and Social Change Dialogue Assignment
% Take Home Final Assigned — Due Friday, 12/9 by 5:00 PM
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