
 

COMM 204:  Public Speaking   Fall 2013 

ASC 232  Tuesday-Thursday 5 – 6:20 pm 

 

Professor Stephen O’Leary 

E-mail: soleary@usc.edu 

Telephone: 323-712-5869 (cell) 

Office: ASC 206B 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

Principles and practice of effective oral communication; analysis of the speaking-listening process; selection 

and organization of materials for a variety of speaking situations; and use of new communication technologies 

in formal presentations. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

 To develop communicative competence through performance, analysis and criticism of oral messages. 

 To develop skills for presenting informative and persuasive discourse. 

 To develop skills in creating and using a variety of visual aids. 

 To learn about the ethical challenges and obligations of both speakers and audience members, including the 

importance of listening to others. 

 To understand foundational theories of rhetoric and communication that can guide speakers as they attempt 

to communicate effectively. 

 To understand the crucial importance of speech and the art of rhetoric by learning about historically 

significant speeches.  

  

REQUIRED TEXT 

 

Nelson, P., Titsworth, S., & Pearson, J.  (2011). iSpeak: Public speaking for contemporary life. NewYork:  

McGraw Hill. 

 

Other readings will be assigned and distributed by the instructor during the semester. 

 

RECOMMENDED SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 

 

On issues of style and referencing of sources, consult Joseph Gibaldi, MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 

Papers, Sixth Edition (Modern Language Association, 2003). Any written work turned in for this class will be 

expected to follow the stylistic and citation rules found in this text. 

 

ADA COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 

Any student requesting academic accommodation based on a disability is required to register with Disability 

Services and Programs (DSP) each semester. A letter of verification for approved accommodations can be 

obtained from DSP. Please be sure the letter is delivered to your instructor (or TA) as early in the semester as 

possible. DSP is located in STU 301 and is open 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. The phone 

number for DSP is 213-740-0776. 
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY IS IMPORTANT! 

 

The Annenberg School for Communication is committed to upholding the University’s Academic Integrity 

code as detailed in the SCampus guide.  It is the policy of the School of Communication to report all 

violations of the code.  Any serious violations or pattern of violations of the Academic Integrity Code will 

result in the student’s expulsion from the Communication major or minor. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 

“Analyzing a Historical Speech” paper   15%  

Class Participation      10% 

Quizzes (5 quizzes at 3% each)    15%         

Speeches 

 Informative           10% 

 Persuasion #1       15% 

 Persuasion #2 with PowerPoint   15% 

 Values/Ceremonial      20% 

 

A significant portion of the grade for each speech will be based on research and preparation; you must turn in a 

portfolio of your research sources WITH your speech manuscript or outline, which must be given to the 

instructor in class on the day of your speech presentation BEFORE you give your speech. You must therefore 

bring two copies, one to deliver from and one to turn in to me. 

 

There is no final examination in this class. No “extra credit” is available in COMM 204.  

 

GENERAL COURSE POLICIES 

 

Any assignment-specific policies will be provided when assignments are given out. 

 

1. Much of the learning in a communication class comes from observing presentations and participating in 

class discussions so it is very important that you attend class.  The University of Southern California 

prohibits the awarding of points solely on a student’s physical presence in a class.  However, they allow 

the use of unexcused absences and excessive tardiness to count against a grade. This includes leaving 

class early.  Unexcused absences will lower your grade.  Arriving late or leaving early counts as 1/3 

unexcused absence per incident. Your final course grade will be reduced after 2 unexcused absences. 

The amount of the reduction is calculated on the total number of unexcused absences. 

2. Students who are instant messaging, web surfing, or involved in other similar activities during class will 

be marked as absent.   

3. In order to make up an assignment (speech, test, or paper) without incurring a grade penalty, you must 

be able to document your absence (e.g., a doctor’s note). You must make up any missed assignments 

within one week of returning to school. If you fail to appear in class on a day when you are scheduled to 

deliver a speech without notifying the instructor IN ADVANCE of your absence, you will fail the 

assignment and will not be allowed to make up the assignment, even if you have a valid excuse. 

4. Your participation in class activities will earn you points toward your final course grade.  If you are not 

in class during these activities, you will receive no points – and these activities and points cannot be 

made up. On days when other students are scheduled to speak, “participation” includes listening 

attentively and respectfully (i.e, not using laptops or cellphones during a speech) AND providing helpful 

feedback or asking questions when appropriate. 

5. A student must complete ALL assignments to pass the course.   
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6. Questions about grades should be addressed in a timely manner.  There is a 24 - hour “wait period” after 

receiving a grade, but then you should address questions within the next 10 days. 

7. Students are to turn off--not put on "vibrate"--cell phones during class.   

8. Student’s attire should be appropriate for a business setting on speech days.  Casual dress negatively 

affects perceptions of credibility. 

9. Speeches and papers must be the original work of the student and not used for any other course.  

Violation of this policy is an Academic Integrity Violation. 

 

 

SPEECH ASSIGNMENT GRADING 

 
A An outstanding speech. Clear goal well adapted to needs and interests of the audience.   Excellent 

content, well-organized, excellent wording and delivery and/or superior accomplishment on the criteria 
established for that speech. 

 
B A speech approaching the qualities of an "A" speech. A good to very good speech, but not achieving a 

standard of excellence in any or enough areas to merit an "A".  A good job of meeting most or all 
established criteria for that speech. 

 
C A satisfactory speech. Reasonably clear goal, adequate support, apparent organization, but may not be 

entirely clear to the entire audience; some problems in wording or delivery or both; and/or some 
deficiencies in meeting the major criteria established for that speech. 

 
D An unclear goal and serious deficiencies in some and perhaps all areas of content, organization, wording 

and delivery; and/or serious deficiencies in meeting major criteria established for that speech. 
 

F An unacceptable speech that reveals a lack of preparation and/or violates the ethical norms of speech 

situations as described in class and in your textbook. Failure to meet major criteria established for that 

speech. For example, being significantly shorter/longer than the time limit or otherwise not conforming 

to assignment guidelines. 
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INTEGRITY CODE 

(Student Copy) 

 

Plagiarism and other forms of cheating are not tolerated at Annenberg! 

 

PLAGIARISM INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO: 

1. Borrowing another person’s ideas without acknowledging them 

2. Not attributing paraphrased ideas 

3. Not citing quoted material 

4. Copying from any source, but presenting the work as yours 

5. Downloading sentences, paragraphs or entire speeches off of the Web 

6. Using someone else’s speech, paper, outline, or website to fulfill any of the course requirements 

 

CHEATING INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO: 

1. Using or providing external assistance during an exam 

2. Copying or allowing another student to copy any portion of your exam or assignment 

3. Communicating with fellow students during an exam 

4. Possessing or providing unauthorized notes or other materials during an exam 

5. Changing answers, content, or form after an exam or assignment has been returned 

6. Unauthorized collaboration on any assignment or exam 

7. Attempting to hinder the work of another student 

8. Falsification, alteration, or misrepresentation of absence/ illness authorization notes 

9. Using an essay, term paper or speech in more than one course without the permission of all the instructors of 

both courses 

 

(These definitions of “Academic Dishonesty” are partial.  See the academic integrity section in Scampus for a 

full description of “Academic Dishonesty” prior to signing this form.) 

 

ANY ACT OF PLAGIARISM AND/OR ANY ACT OF CHEATING IS CONSIDERED AN ACT OF 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND WILL BE REPORTED TO THE UNIVERSITY STUDENT 

CONDUCT OFFICE. 

 



INTEGRITY CODE 

(Please sign and return this copy to instructor.) 

 

Plagiarism and other forms of cheating are not tolerated at Annenberg! 

 

PLAGIARISM INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO: 

1. Borrowing another person’s ideas without acknowledging them 

2. Not attributing paraphrased ideas 

3. Not citing quoted material 

4. Copying from any source, but presenting the work as yours 

5. Downloading sentences, paragraphs or entire speeches off of the Web 

6. Using someone else’s speech, paper, outline, or website to fulfill any of the course requirements 

 

CHEATING INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO: 

1. Using or providing external assistance during an exam 

2. Copying or allowing another student to copy any portion of your exam or assignment 

3. Communicating with fellow students during an exam 

4. Possessing or providing unauthorized notes or other materials during an exam 

5. Changing answers, content, or form after an exam or assignment has been returned 

6. Unauthorized collaboration on any assignment or exam 

7. Attempting to hinder the work of another student 

8. Falsification, alteration, or misrepresentation of absence/ illness authorization notes 

9. Using an essay, term paper or speech in more than one course without the permission of all the instructors of 

both courses 

 

(These definitions of “Academic Dishonesty” are partial.  See the academic integrity section in Scampus for a 

full description of “Academic Dishonesty” prior to signing this form.) 

 

ANY ACT OF PLAGIARISM AND/OR ANY ACT OF CHEATING IS CONSIDERED AN ACT OF 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY AND WILL BE REPORTED TO THE UNIVERSITY STUDENT 

CONDUCT OFFICE. 

 

 

 

              

Student’s Signature      Date 

 

 

 

      

Print Name 

 

 

 

 


