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 This course is designed to provide econometric theory and applications on the subject of  

program evaluation.  We will explore the following topics in this course: 

 Social Experiments 

 Difference in difference estimators 

 Matching and unconfounded assignment 

 Regression discontinuity design 

 Instrumental variables and local average treatment effects (LATE) 

 Program evaluation and economic theory 

 

 

 

Organization  

 

There are weekly lectures. The grade will be based on a take home exam in the middle of the 

course and a paper. There are three options for the paper: (i) it can be based on research that you 

are involved in, (ii) it can be an exploration of an econometric method discussed in this class, 

e.g. a small simulation study, or (iii) it can be a critical evaluation of a (small) number of papers 

on a particular topic covered in the course. We encourage you to decide soon which option you 

will pursue so that we can give some guidance. 

 

Blackboard 

 

Some of the lecture notes will be made available on blackboard.  
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