
USC Philosophy 411: Plato 

Fall 2016 

 

Location: Taper Hall 108 

Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 am – 12:20 pm 

Instructor: Professor Ralph Wedgwood 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 2 – 3:30 pm, Stonier Hall 222 

 

Overview 

This class will explore the philosophy of the ancient Greek philosopher Plato (c. 427 – 348 

BC). Our study of his philosophy will fall into three parts: 

1. In the first part, we will study some of the works that are often called “early Socratic 

dialogues”, and probably written in the early part of Plato’s career: Socrates’ Apology, 

Euthyphro, Crito, and Protagoras. 

2. In the second part, we will study some of the works that are often viewed as belonging to 

Plato’s “Middle Period”, and to have been written before The Republic: Meno, Phaedo, 

Symposium. 

3. In the third part, we will study Plato’s most famous work, which is often viewed as the 

coming towards the end of his “Middle Period”, The Republic. 

The recommended translations of Plato’s works are those in Plato: Complete Works, ed. John 

M. Cooper (Hackett, 1997). 

 

Course Objectives 

The goal of this course is for you to come to an in-depth understanding of Plato’s 

philosophical thought. Primarily, this will involve reading, understanding, and interpreting 

these difficult and complex texts that Plato wrote around 2400 years ago, and presenting and 

defending your interpretations of Plato’s thought both in your written work and in your 

contributions to our class discussions. Interpreting and defending these texts will also involve 

thinking critically about the philosophical issues that Plato himself was grappling with. 

After taking this course, you will have acquired knowledge of some of Plato’s main ideas and 

arguments. More importantly, (i) you will have improved your ability for independently 

reading and comprehending complicated texts – in a way that will enable you to identify and 

state the main claims of these texts, and to reconstruct the texts’ key arguments in favour of 

these claims; (ii) you will also have developed your skills at critically evaluating such claims 

and arguments; and (iii) you will have practised your skills at giving clear and persuasive 



2 

 

arguments of your own – both in your writing and in your contribution to oral discussions – 

to defend your interpretation and evaluations of these claims and arguments. 

 

Paper Assignments and Grading 

There will be three paper assignments, one for each of the three parts of the course. 

Suggested paper topics will be distributed at least two weeks before the due date. You may 

also write your paper on a different topic if you wish – but only after consultation with me. 

Your papers should be turned in electronically via the course Blackboard site. 

Each of these papers will count for one-third of your overall grade for this course; there will 

be no final exam. 

Academic integrity 

Any form of academic dishonesty that comes to my attention will result in your receiving an 

F for the course. 

It is your responsibility to understand the standards for basic academic integrity. If you are in 

any doubt about the standards governing academic honesty, please consult: 

 
http://lib-php.usc.edu/libraries/about/reference/tutorials/academicdishonesty/story_html5.html 

If you are concerned that you are having trouble completing one of the assignments, the right 

strategy is to avail yourself of one of the many resources on campus, including me and the 

Writing Center. Misrepresenting someone else’s work as your own cheats you out of a 

learning opportunity, as well as cheating others in the course. 

Office Hours 

I will be holding office hours on Tuesdays, from 2 pm until 3.30 pm. Office hours are an 

opportunity for you to ask questions about the class or the readings, but they’re also a chance 

to chat about how the course is going, to tell me about your ideas about any of the moral 

issues we’re discussing, to test out a plan for one of your papers on me, or to ask for general 

advice. Don’t hesitate to take advantage of this opportunity. 

Reading 

The primary reading for the course will be the original texts of these dialogues of Plato. 

There are many good translations, but not all published translations are reliable. If you prefer 

to read them in a different translation from the recommended Hackett translation, please ask 

for my advice first. 

In each case, you should read the text that is assigned for each class before the class; I will 

expect to discuss the text with you in the class. 

Over the course of the semester, some supplementary writings by modern commentators, and 

some of my own lecture notes, will be made available from the course Blackboard site.  

http://lib-php.usc.edu/libraries/about/reference/tutorials/academicdishonesty/story_html5.html
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Schedule of classes and assignments 

1. Tuesday 23 August: Introduction to the study of Plato’s philosophy 

Part 1: The early Socratic dialogues 

2. Thursday 25 August: Socrates’ Apology 

3. Tuesday 30 August: Socrates’ Apology 

4. Thursday 1 September: Euthyphro 

5. Tuesday 6 September: Euthyphro 

6. Thursday 8 September: Crito 

7. Tuesday 13 September: Crito 

8. Thursday 15 September: Protagoras 

9. Tuesday 20 September: Protagoras 

10. Thursday 22 September: Protagoras 

Paper 1 due: Monday 26 September 

Part 2: Middle-period dialogues 

11. Tuesday 27 September: Meno 

12. Thursday 29 September: Meno 

13. Tuesday 4 October: Meno 

14. Thursday6 October: Phaedo 

15. Tuesday 11 October: Phaedo 

16. Thursday 13 October: Phaedo 

17. Tuesday 18 October: Symposium 

18. Thursday 20 October: Symposium 

19. Tuesday 25 October: Symposium 

Paper 2 due: Monday 31 October 

Part 3: The Republic 

20. Thursday 27 October: Republic, Book 1 

21. Tuesday 1 November: Republic, Book 1 

22. Thursday 3 November: Republic, Book 2 

23. Tuesday 8 November: Republic, Books 2-4 

24. Thursday 10 November: Republic, Book 4 

25. Tuesday 15 November: Republic, Book 4 

26. Thursday 17 November: Republic, Books 5-7 

27. Tuesday 22 November: Republic, Books 5-7 

28. Thursday 24 November – Thanksgiving 

29. Tuesday 29 November: Republic, Books 8-9 

30. Thursday 1 December: Republic, Book 10 

Paper 3 due: Monday 5 December 


