Iconic Figures of Popular Music: Simon and Garfunkel
Fall 2014

Course no. MUSC 424
Section no. 47228R
Units: 2
Time: Mondays 10:00-11:50pm
Room: MUS 319

Course instructor: Bill Biersach
Instructor’s office: MUS 316
Instructor’s office hours: MW 9 – 10:30 am
Office phone: (213) 740-7416
Instructor’s email: biersach@usc.edu
 

 The Premise

Singer-songwriter Paul Simon and singer Art Garfunkel called themselves Tom and Jerry in 1957.  They had a minor hit called “Hey Schoolgirl,” but they hardly considered themselves successful.  Wonder of wonders, they emerged again in 1965 with a profoundly thought-provoking song called “Sounds of Silence.”  Their music was further propelled by the inclusion of the song “Mrs. Robinson” in the classic Mike Nichols-directed film The Graduate.  During the next few years they won many distinguishing awards.  For example in 1971 their album Bridge Over Troubled Waters won the Record of the Year, Album of the Year, Song of the Year, Best Contemporary Song, Best Instrumental Arrangement Accompanying Vocalist(s), Best Engineered Recording, and Best Contemporary Vocal Group Grammy Awards.  In 1990 they were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, and in 2004 received the prestigious Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award.  Truly this duet is one of the most remembered acts of the 1960s, and their music is certainly worth examination.

Course Goal

In this seminar we will scrutinize the output of this talented but turbulent duo from the standpoint of lyrics, musical style, philosophy, instrumentation, performance, and production.  Students will be assigned specific songs to research in all these areas and prepare presentations based on their findings.  Students who play guitar will be encouraged to demonstrate Paul Simon’s unique acoustic guitar techniques, and singers will be asked to analyze Simon and Garfunkel’s haunting harmonies. In the end it is hoped that each student will leave with an enhanced appreciation for the time known as the Sixties, with all its floral imagery and serious conflicts, from the innocence of animals “At the Zoo” to the experience and suffering of “The Boxer.”

Grades

Grades will be based on the following:

Weekly assignments (written discussion points)	20 Points
Oral presentations (song reviews)	20 Points
First midterm exam	20 Points
Second midterm exam	20 Points
Final exam	20 Points

Scores for course grade will be tabulated as follows:

94 - 100	A
90 – 93	A-
87 – 89	B+
84 – 86	B
80 – 83	B-
77 – 79	C+
74 – 76	C
70 – 73	C-
67 – 69	D+
64 – 66	D
60 – 63	D-
0 - 59	F


Texts


Required: (Sorry, only available used.)

Kingston, Victoria.  Simon and Garfunkel: The Biography.  Fromm International, New York.  1998.  ISBN 13: 978-0880642460.

Morella, Joe, and Barey, Patricia.  Simon and Garfunkel: Old Friends: A Dual Biography.  Carol Publishing Corporation.  1991.  ISBN 13: 978-1559720892

Recommended, not required:

Eliot, Marc.  Paul Simon: A Life.  John Wiley & Sons, Inc.  Hoboken, NJ, 2010.  ISBN 13: 978-0-470-43363-8




 Students with Disabilities

Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability is required to register with Disability Services and Programs (DSP) each semester. A letter of verification for approved accommodations can be obtained from DSP. Please be sure the letter is delivered to me (or to TA) as early in the semester as possible. DSP is located in STU 301 and is open 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Website and contact information for DSP: http://sait.usc.edu/academicsupport/centerprograms/dsp/home_index.html,
(213) 740-0776 (Phone), (213) 740-6948 (TDD only), (213) 740-8216 (FAX) ability@usc.edu.


Academic Integrity

USC seeks to maintain an optimal learning environment. General principles of academic honesty include  the concept of respect for the intellectual property of others, the expectation that individual work will be submitted unless otherwise allowed by an instructor, and the obligations both to protect one’s own academic work from misuse by others as well as to avoid using another’s work as one’s own. All students are expected to understand and abide by these principles. SCampus, the Student Guidebook, (www.usc.edu/scampus or http://scampus.usc.edu) contains the University Student Conduct Code (see University Governance, Section 11.00), while the recommended sanctions are located in Appendix A.

Emergency Preparedness in a Crisis 

In case of a declared emergency if travel to campus is not feasible, USC executive leadership will announce an electronic way for instructors to teach students in their residence halls or homes using a combination of Blackboard, teleconferencing, and other technologies.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
 Schedule of Discussion Topics and Reading Assignments


WEEK	MEETING	ALBUM	DATE		Kingston	Morella/Barey
						The Biography	Old Friends

	1.	1	Preliminries	Aug. 25

	2.		(Holiday)	Sept. 1		

	3.	2	WM3AM	Sept. 8		Chpts. 1-5	Prolog, Chpts. 1-3
						     up to p. 53	     up to p. 43

Sept. 16 – Last Day to Drop, Add, Etc.

	4.	3	Sounds of Silence	Sept. 15		Chpt. 6	—
						     up to p. 60	  

	5.	4	Sounds of Silence	Sept. 22		—	Chpt. 4
							     up to p. 54

	6.	5	1ST MIDERM	Sept. 29		—	—

	7.	6	PSR&T	Oct. 6		Chpt. 6-7	—
						      p. 60 – p. 76	  
  
	8.	7	PSR&T	Oct. 13		—	Chpt. 4-5
							   p. 55 to p. 69

	9.	8	PSR&T	Oct. 20		—	—
						  	  	
	
	10.	9	2ND MIDTERM	Oct. 27		—	—
 
					
	11.	10	Bookends	Nov. 3		Chpt. 8	—
						     up to p. 87	  
					
	12.	11	Bookends	Nov. 10			Chpt. 5 - 6
			The Graduate			  	  p. 69 to p. 89

						Nov. 14 – Last Day to Drop with “W”

	13.	12	Bridge Over	Nov. 17		Chpt. 9-10	—
						  up to p. 102	
			
	14.	13	Bridge Over	Nov. 24		—	Chpt. 7
			Catch 22				  up to p. 101

	15.	14	Bridge Over	Dec. 1		Chpt. 11-12	Chpt. 7-8
						up to p. 133	  p.102 to p. 124


	16.	15	FINAL EXAM	Monday, Dec. 15	8 – 10 am.
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